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POLICY OF 

STATE OF DELAWARE 

DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTION RELATED NCCHC/ACA STANDARDS: 
 P-E-02, 4-4362, 4-4370 (ESSENTIAL) 

CHAPTER:   11 HEALTH SERVICES     SUBJECT:  RECEIVING SCREENING-INTAKE  

APPROVED BY THE COMMISSIONER: 

EFFECTIVE DATE: 11-19-07 
 

PURPOSE: 

To provide continuity of care and to identify inmates who pose a threat to their own or others' health 

or safety and may require immediate intervention. 

POLICY:  

1. Any inmate who is unconscious, semi-conscious, bleeding or otherwise obviously in need of 

immediate medical attention will be referred to an off site Emergency Department for care. 

2. Receiving screening will be initiated within two (2) hours of arrival into the facility and will 

be the responsibility of the nursing healthcare staff. 

3. Inmates will be screened in a manner consistent with NCCHC Standards. 

4. Findings of the screenings will be recorded in DACS (Appendix – Health Screening Report). 

5. Screening includes a history and observations based on the health screening report 

(Appendix-Health Screening Report) 

6. A Mantoux tuberculosis skin test will be implanted on all inmates without a documented 

positive reaction on record.   

7. Inmates with a documented past positive Mantoux skin test will have treatment regime 

verified and will be scheduled for a chest x-ray.  Persons with symptoms of active 

tuberculosis shall be placed in respiratory isolation. 

8. In addition, their TB history will be reviewed by intake nurse.   

9.  If inmate refuses Mantoux tuberculin test, and then refuses Quantiferon blood test and chest 

x-ray, they will be housed appropriately as to not possibly infect other inmates or until 

submitting to a test and negative status validated. Testing for Latent Tuberculosis Infection 

will be initiated.  

10. Staff conducting Receiving Screening will inform the inmate how to access healthcare 

services and the process to register complaints.  (Inmate handout) 
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11. Mental health screening will be completed by medical staff who has received training from a 

mental health professional approved by the Office of Health Services, as documented in 

credential file. 

12. All screenings will be completed by an RN or an LPN.  If screening is completed by an LPN, 

it will be reviewed and countersigned by an RN reviewing the screening, if screening 

completed by an LPN, within 24-hours.  

13. Nursing staff completing initial medical and mental health screening for purposes of medical 

continuity will immediately contact the on-call physician for the following positive 

screenings:  prescribed medications which may be required within 8-hours (i.e. insulin, 

prednisone, anti-coagulants, seizure), abnormal vital signs (i.e. pulse greater than 100, systolic 

blood pressure greater than 160, diastolic greater than 105), pregnancy, chronic dialysis, 

symptoms consistent with tuberculosis, chest pains, withdrawal symptoms and specific acute 

symptoms of an emergent nature.  For patients with other chronic prescribed meds, including 

HIV and psychotropic medications, a physician will need to be contacted within eight (8) 

hours for prescription and disposition.    

14. Physicians contacted are responsible for issuing an appropriate and timely therapeutic plan 

and determining the timing of the first visit based on patient’s clinical presentation.   

15. All inmates with a positive pregnancy screening will be seen by a physician within seven (7) 

days of their arrival to the Facility.   

16. Any “yes” answers on mental health DACS screen will result in an immediate referral and 

assessment by a mental health professional within 24-hours.  Answers that indicate potential 

harm to self or others (suicidal or homicidal) result in an immediate phone call to the on-call 

mental health professional to determine disposition. 

17. Medical and/or mental health staff completing medical and mental health screening will 

document in DACS including receiving screening recommendations for housing.  If 

recommendations are for other than general population, staff will be responsible for 

coordinating transfer of information to notify custody of special housing needs or special 

needs. 
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